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AMENDMKNTS TO THE (JLATjVfS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for securing, maintaining, monitoring and controlling 
computer Hies comprising: 

- providing a first dala (lie, comprised of at least one first data file file name, as 
well as a first data file hush value , wherein said data file hash file is comprised of 
the contents of fer each file referred to by each of said first data tile file names; 

- providing a second data file, comprised of at least one second data file file 
name; 

- comparing said second data file to said first data file in a comparison cycle, 
wherein said comparison cycle liirthor comprises; 

- obtaining each file referred to by each of said second dala file file 
names; 

- generating a second data file hash value , wherein said data file hash file 
is comprised of die contents of fef each file referred to by each of said second 
data file file names; 

- sending each second data file hash value and each second data file file 
name to a comparison component. 

2. (original) A method as in claim 1 iurther comprising repeating the steps of: 

- obtaining each file referred to by each of said second data file file 
names; 

- generating a second data file hash value for each file referred to hy each 
of said second data tile file names; 

- sending each second data file hash value and each second data 
file file name to a comparison component. 

3. (original) A method as in claim 1 turther comprising the step of: 
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- comparing each second data (lie hash value lo each firs I dala (lie hash 

value. 

4. (previously presented) A method as in claim 1 wherein the slep of providing a first 
data tile further comprises prodding a secure system data file. 

5. (previously presented) A method as in claim 1 wherein die Step of providing a tirst 
data tile turthel comprises providing an alternate data tile. 

6. (original) A method as in claim 1 further comprising the step of reporting the results 
of said comparison cycle. 

7. (original) A method as in claim 1 further comprising me slep of logging the results of 
said comparison cycle. 

X. (original) A melhod as in claim 1 further comprising lhe step of sending the results of 
said comparison cycle to a client comparison status mechanism. 

9. (original) A method as in claim 1 wherein the step of gener ating a tirst data tile 
further comprises using a Loop Back mechanism to generate said fir st data file. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (canceled) 

1 2. (currently amended) A method as in claim 44-27 further comprising the step of 
reporting the results of said comparison cycle. 

13. (currently amended) A method as in claim 44- 27 further comprising the step of 
logging the results of said comparison cycle. 

14. (currently amended) A method as in claim 11 27 further comprising the step of 
securing a system in lock down mode. 

15. (cuirently amended) A method as in claim ±4- 27 further comprising the step of 
sending the results of said comparison cycle to a client comparison status mechanism. 
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1 6. (currently amended) A method as in claim 4+ 27 wherein the step of generating a 
secure system dala file, further comprises using a Loop Buck mechanism to generate 
said secure system data file. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (currently amended) An apparatus for securing* maintaining, monitoring and 
controlling computer tiles comprising: 

- a first data tile, comprised of at least one first data file file name* as well as a 
first daia file hash value , wherein said dala file hash file is comprised of the 
contents of foy each file referred to by each nf said first dala file file names; 

- a second data file, comprised of at least one second data file file name; 

- whereby said second daia file is compared to said first data file, by: 

- a means for obtaining each file referred to by each of said second data file file 
names, 

- a means tor generating a second data file hash Value , wherein Said data tile hanh 
file is comprised of the contents of for each file referred to by each of said second 
data file file names; and, 

- a means for sending each second data file hash value and each second data tile 
file name to a comparison component. 

1 9. (original) An apparatus as in claim 1 8 whereby said comparison component further 
comprises means lor comparing each second dala file hash value to each first data file 
hash value. 

20. (original) An apparatus as in claim 18 wherein said first data file further comprises a 
secure system data tile. 

21. (original) An apparatus as in claim 18 wherein said first data file further comprises 
an alternate data file. 
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22. (original) An apparatus as in claim IK further comprising means for reporting the 
results of said comparison cycle. 

23. (original) An apparatus as in claim 18 further comprising means for losing the 
results of said comparison cycle. 

24. (original) .\n apparatus as in claim 18 further comprising means for sending the 
results of said comparison cycle to a client comparison status mechanism. 

25. (original) An apparatus as in claim 18 further comprising Loop Back mechanism 
means. 

26. (original) An apparatus as in claim 25 whereby said first data file is generated hy 
said Loop Rack mechanism means. 

27. (new) A method for securing computer (lies comprising: 

- generating a secure system file, furlher comprising creating a (Irst hash value for 
a file, wherein said hash value is comprised of the contents of said file, and 
arranging said hash value with its respective file's name; 

- storing said secure system file; and, 

- comparing said secure system file to a comparison file in a comparison cycle, 
wherein said comparison file further comprises at least a second file, and wherein 
said comparison cycle further comprises hashing the con ten ts of said second file, 
and thereby obtaining a second hash value, and sending said second hash value 
and its respective file's name to a comparison component, whereby said second 
file hash value is compared to said first file hash value. 
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